Public Comments by Dr. Vic Smith                     Indiana State Board of Education, August 29, 2011
My name is Vic Smith, and I live in Indianapolis.  In making these comments, I speak only for myself.

On this historic day, it is appropriate to review the steps that have brought us to the announcement today of letter grades for all schools.  On April 30, 2010, 57 people testified on the proposed rule change to give schools letter grades.  Of those 57 speakers, 56 opposed the change.  One major concern of the opponents was the link between the proposed letter grades and the federal grading system called Adequate Yearly Progress.  Excellent schools in Indiana deserving an A would get a C if they did not pass the seriously flawed federal measure.

Six days later on May 5, 2010, the State Board approved the rule change “with the expectation that the Board and Department immediately will move to: 1) separate AYP determinations from state accountability determinations; and 2) begin the process to revise the criteria used to place schools in school improvement and performance categories.”

Sadly, nearly 16 months later, the separation of AYP determinations from state accountability determinations has not occurred.  Many excellent schools that deserve an “A” or “B” will be given a “C” today because they were tripped up by flawed federal rules that Secretary Duncan has said will trip up 82% of the nation’s schools.  

Other states have made bold steps to protect their schools from a fatally flawed federal AYP system.  Indiana has not.  The federal AYP system is so seriously discredited that Secretary Duncan himself has called for its overhaul and offered waivers for its enforcement.  I have read that Indiana quickly applied for such waivers.  
Yet the excellent reputation of many schools will be tarnished today because, quoting from your own motion, “the expectation that the Board and Department immediately will move to separate AYP determinations from state accountability determinations” was not fulfilled.

The Board and the Department should first clarify this problem in news releases about the letter grades.  Then they should apologize to those schools affected for not taking quicker action to divorce Indiana’s outcomes from the invalid federal system.  These excellent schools do not deserve a “C”.
Accountability is an important concept.  Schools unfairly receiving a “C” today should hold the Board and the Department accountable for slow action.  Separating Indiana’s grades from flawed federal rules is a reform that should have been prominent on Indiana’s reform agenda, but it didn’t happen.   
Thank you for considering these concerns.   
